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April 29, 1904 812 

from the citj^ of Panama, in a due south direction, that would make 
an admirable site for a quarantine station. This island is 1 mile long 
and one-half mile wide, containing about 400 acres, and is very moun- 
tainous, the highest elevation being 710 feet above sea level. 

Upon the northwest side of the island there is atinelj sheltered deep- 
water harVjor between Taboguilla and Taboga, 2^ miles away. A 
disinfecting wharf built upon this side of the island would have to 
extend only 200 feet from the beach to have at low water sufficient 
depth of water alongside the wharf for any draft vessels. 

The bottom at this place is of firm sand and offers no difficulties in 
the construction of a wharf. Upon the western slope of the hills there 
is enough comparatively level ground for the buildings that are nec- 
essary, such as a hospital, quarters for officers and attendants, deten- 
tion buildings, etc. There are two springs upon the island which 
supply a small amount of good water for drinking purposes. One of 
the springs contains a large amount of magnesia and exerts quite a 
purgative effect. This water is highly valued by the natives for 
medicinal purposes. Tropical fruits, such as oranges,' lemons, man- 
goes, nisperos, alligator pears, and papaya caricia, grow wild in 
profusion. 

Upon Taboga, 2i miles away, there is a settlement of about 800 
inhabitants, but this would not interfere with the establishment of a 
quarantine at the site indicated on the inclosed chart. 

Owing to the mountainous character of the land upon these two 
islands there are no pools of standing water, and consequentlj^ they 
can be made absolutely free of mosquitoes if the water tanks are 
covered. At the present time there are practically no mosquitoes on 
the islands. 

Taboga is the source of water supply for all the steamers of the 
Pacific Mail Steamship Company and the Pacific Steam Navigation 
Companj". Both these companies have water tanks there, fed b}' pipes 
from the mountain streams. 

The island of Taboguilla is owned by private parties; Dr. Pablo 
Arosemena owns the northern half and several parties own the south- 
ern half. 

No one lives upon the island except a few fishermen, who could be 
moved, as they do not own the land. Under the terms of the treaty 
this island could be secured at its actual value as being necessary for 
sanitary use. 

The best site for a station is indicated upon the inclosed plan. The 
location of the island is very convenient to the usual route of all vessels 
coming to Panama, or intending to pass through the canal when it is 
finished. The course of vessels is indicated on the inclosed plan with 
dotted red lines. 

Panama Bay is practically always smooth and sheltered. A more 
ideal location for a quarantine station than the one indicated upon 
Taboguilla could not he found, according to my opinion. 

PERU. 

Plague at Lima. 

[Cablegram.] 

Lima, April 17, 190^. 
Wyman, Washington: 
Total plague, Lima, 148. Lloyd. 



